
EVERYTHING YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
THE OUTSIDE INN 

 
This property is approximately 45 years old and has had only two owners before 
our family.  The first owner built the original cabin and the second used it as a 
full time residence.  Please know that we have only owned this property for less 
than a year and are still in the process of determining the safety, quality and 
stability of the environment and all of the systems that exist like electrical wiring, 
structure and do not assume any liability for any damages or injuries sustained 
while on our property.  We have done the best that we can to this point to make 
sure that this cottage, out buildings and property are as safe as we can make 
them given that we have young children ourselves. 
 
Note that we own the lot to the north and east which is to the right as you make 
your way down the driveway or to the left as you look up to the road from the 
cottage.  
 
Melissa & I have been camping for many years and strongly believe in always 
leaving our campsite, now this cottage, in a better state than we left it.  So, 
please feel free to use our things and leave a little behind if you feel like it.  
Things happen and sometimes break so we get it, but just let us know if 
something happens and we can work it out.  There are keys for everything, 
including the bunkie, storage shed and work shop and feel free to use what 
equipment and tools you may need or want but just make sure that they are 
replaced to where you got them from when you are done. 
 
WHAT YOU’LL NEED TO BRING (AND OPTIONS). 
 

 Clothes and outerwear appropriate for the season. 

 Food.  We keep extras of dry foods along with salt, pepper, spices and 
some condiments that you are free to use.  We keep all utensils, 
cookware, cutlery and glassware for your use.  

 Water.  We have a water dispenser so the 18 litre jugs are handy. 

 Sleeping bags and air mattress if you use the bunkie or have visitors/extra 
guests.  We do provide clean sheets and towels in the main cottage if you 
want to use those. 

 
EMERGENCIES.   
 
If you have a life threatening emergency, call 9-1-1.  There is a hospital in 
Maniwaki which is the closest and around 30 minutes away to the North on 
Highway 105 and another to the South towards Ottawa in Wakefield which is 
farther and approximately 1 hour away. 
 
  
 



AND NOW FOR THE TOP 20. 
 
1. Gate.  The gate is locked during the spring, summer & fall.  A key is 
provided.  You may need to lift the gates a little off the ground to get them to 
swing open. 
 
2. Parking.  Watch your speed and the trees around you.  At the end of the 
driveway, you can park either on the left or right.  Be careful in overly wet and 
especially winter weather as the 40° pitch can be unforgiving and you end up 
parking inside the cabin.  In winter, there is sand mixed with wood ash (no nails) 
in front of the storage/work shed and behind the sentry building near the top of 
the driveway.     
 
3. Linens & Towels.  Although you may want to have your own towels and 
bedding, we do keep some here for you and they are located in the master 
bedroom closet.  The beds are always left with clean sheets and white towels 
are at your disposal. 
 
4. Water.  There is a natural spring on the lot that we own next door.  The 
water has been tested but the results of water quality were inconclusive as the 
source may have been exposed to the elements at some point on its journey to 
our property however we feel very confident that it is potable and we consume it 
all the time.  If you use this water, you use it at your own risk. 
 
5. Lights & Plugs.  As you can imagine with a handyperson’s cottage, the 
original wiring is always a little suspect as we have discovered.  Some of the 
plugs used are antiquated, not affixed properly to their electrical boxes and light 
switches run strange combinations of lights inside and outside of the property.  
This may have been done out of laziness or in an effort to maximize electrical 
breakers and circuits.  We are slowly working on fixing everything that we find 
and see but there are some lights and plugs that you need to pay attention to.  
They are as follows: 
 

a. Master Bedroom/Plug.  The plugs are of a very old design in that modern 
appliances to not stay plugged in well. 

b. Television/Plug.  The plug is not the most solid and it is scheduled to be 
replaced shortly.  Do not force any device plug hard into this wall plug.  
Also, do not plug anything more into the power bar. 

c. Hutch/Plug.  This is near the small second bedroom.  It is not secured to 
the wall box well so do not push any appliance or device plug into it very 
hard.  This is to be repaired shortly with all other electrical issues. 

 
 
 
 



If you need to use the driveway lighting, in the storage shed (left side of the two 
door building), look under the shelf by the left side window and you’ll see a 
switch.  This will light up the driveway up to the road.  If you need a temporary 
flood light at the base of the driveway, there is a breaker in the panel in the 
laundry room that is marked with a red line.  Switch that on if you need it for a 
short while but it is not meant to be kept on for more than ten minutes at a time. 
 
We also have several flashlights (and some extra batteries) in the event power 
goes out or you need/want to hang outside.  Be very careful if you use candles of 
course. 
 
6. Lake Water.  The water intake for the cottage is from around 50 feet into 
the lake with a mesh filter, a hot wire for winter and another filter prior to 
reaching the water tank and water heater.  This water has been tested and is not 
potable for use in drinking due to, we believe, is mostly because the water levels 
in the lake are constantly fluctuating and motorized boats are allowed on the 
lake.   It is fine for showers, washing dishes and clothes.  We do use it when we 
brush our teeth and we have heard from others in the area that they have 
actually been drinking it for many years although we do not recommend this.  
Please use at your own risk.  As for the lake itself, be careful of slippery rocks 
but the lake water is great for swimming. 
 
7. Lake Water Levels.  Petit Lac Bitobi is part of two lakes that are primarily 
fed by the Gatineau River, the other being the larger Lab Bitobi.  Due to this, you 
may see the water levels rise and fall like tides from week to week and 
sometimes even day to day.  Even though it may only be a few inches, pay 
attention to where you leave things near the shore and waterline.  
 
8. Boating & Fishing.  We have a canoe and paddles for your use and 
recreation.  Please make sure to use a life jacket at all times and do not drink 
and boat.  Also, be mindful while fishing and make sure that you get a license to 
do so as the laws are enforced rather strictly in this province.  Fish types range 
from bass, trout, pike, perch, pickerel to even landlocked salmon. If you make 
it to the Gatineau River, please keep in mind that it can be a very fast flowing 
water body.  The access to a creek that flows to it is to head roughly due West 
(or 10 o’clock) from the water’s edge and make your way across the lake. 
 
9. Television.  For our and you convenience, we subscribe to Bell Express Vu 
and also have a DVD player.  Feel free to watch what you want on TV but please 
don’t rent any movies unless you want to pay for them.  We have a decent 
collection of DVD movies to watch and many are for younger children. 
 
 
 
 



10. Fireplace.   We have made sure that you have more than enough wood for 
the indoor fireplace.  It’s rather a simple stove but do not load up the fire too 
high as it can be dangerous and cause a chimney fire.  There is a fan located in 
the back of the wood stove that is speed adjustable.  Be careful not to burn 
yourself if you attempt to plug it in and run it while there is a fire burning in the 
wood stove. 
 
11. Outdoor Fires.  Feel free to use any dead wood from our lot next door.  As 
always, be mindful of forest dryness, wind conditions and the size of the fire that 
you are making and monitor sparks and proximity of the fire and sparks near 
cottage, the trees and nearby foliage.  The wind sometimes picks up rather by 
surprise sometimes either off the lake or from the cottage. 
 
We have an outdoor oven if you want to make a pizza or try your hand at 
something different.  It requires a little TLC and repointing so don’t freak out if 
you see smoke coming from the cracks in between the stones.  Watch the 
sparks flying out of the flue also if you decide to venture with this odd cooking 
contraption.  Make sure to clean off the metal cooking plate before and after 
use.  Use with caution and at your own risk. 
 
12. Bunkie.  The Bunkie is in the process of being constructed for winter use 
as well as the three other seasons.  At present, there is lighting and a plug to use 
but do not overload the circuit if you can as we are not certain of how much 
amperage is available to that plug. 
 
13.  Lookout.  In behind of and up the stairs past the storage shed/workshop, 
there are steps to a rotunda that we call the Lookout.  Again, be aware of the 
plug in that screened in only hang out.  There is a pull cord overhead fixture for 
lighting at night.  
 
14. Groceries & Shopping.  The Metro in Gracefield is where we get 
groceries.  There is a liquor store for anything you don’t find at the Metro right 
next door along with a Subway if you are looking for something different than 
cottage cooking.  There are some other restaurants as well.  There is a butcher 
and also a chocolate maker in town.  If you are looking for more selection, go 
North on Highway 105 to Maniwaki.  There you will find more selection of just 
about everything including Canadian Tire, many restaurants and stores and 
even a McDonald’s and a Tim Hortons.  If you need something fast for 
convenience, including gas or propane, there is a Shell station on your way back 
to Gracefield, and it’s only a ten minute drive away from the cottage.  The prices 
are somewhat reasonable even for a “corner store” so to speak. 
 
15. BBQ.  We have a BBQ that you are free to use and a spare tank in the tool 
shed.  If you happen to use both tanks, we ask that you fill at least one of them up 
for others after you. 
 



16. Laundry.  Please use our washer and dryer at your discretion.  As usual, 
do not overload and clean lint screen like we all do at home. 
 
17. Cell Signal.  We have an unusually strong cellular signal at our location.  It 
is very reliable.  Remember that you are in Quebec so make sure you’re usage is 
covered here. 
 
18. Garbage & Recycling.  Garbage is every second Monday and recycling is 
every second Thursday. 
 
19.   Sanitary.  Of course, we keep the sanitary part of this to the end and at the 
bottom so to speak.  The cottage uses a four stage BioNest system.  It is a little 
more modern technology than the typical septic systems on the market.  This 
system uses bacteria to decompose wastes but note that it is susceptible to 
harsh chemicals so try not to use bleaches and, like all septic systems, do not 
flush “wipes” of any kind down the toilet.  As for the toilet, you may have to hold 
down the flusher a little longer than you’re used to due to the low water pressure 
that cottages often have. 
 
If you hear an alarm from underneath the floor by the hallway/fridge, it is the 
aerator for the bacterial section of the BioNest system.  It will need to be 
restarted/reset so just call us and we can guide you through it although it has 
never gone off during our time here. 
 
20. Thanks for renting our place and we hope that you enjoy it as much as our 
family does.  Let us know your likes and/or dislikes when you can so that we can 
make it better for your return.  Relax and hop in the hammock or just sit by the 
fire and let all your stresses fall away, 
 
ENJOY! 
 
Pete & Melissa Rainville 
 
Pete’s Cell  613.913.8796  E-mail  rainville@flyingcanoehardcider.com 
Melissa’s Cell 613.812.8965 
Our Home  613.692.3197 


